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At one time, as part of a complicated operation, 
the C.LA. considered using phosphorescent foxes; | 
at another, incendiary bats. During World War IU, 


_ the agency planned to bombard Hitler with hard-core - 
~ ~pornography because their psychiatrist said that this 


would drive him even crazier. King Farouk’s urine 
was stolen in an attempt to ascertain his state of 


_health. A scheme to cause Castro’s beard to fall 


Communist youth festival were to be plugged in 
order to show that Communism doesn’t work. 
“This is the Kind of fun Aaron Latham pokes at 


- the CLA. the bad fairy of American politics, in 


“Orchids for Mother.” The Mother of the title is a 


‘code name for Francis Xavier Kimball, head of 


counterintelligence and the Israeli desk. True to the 


out was promulgated. The toilets at an international 
| 


Sidney Greenstreet tradition, Mother is an intellec-. 


_ tual who learnedly discusses Ezra Pound, Robert | 


Frost and Wallace Stevens. He even has a theory | 
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, -Waspishness, this” 
growing rare- orchids, his habit 
‘of retiring to the purified air 
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“Hugh Selwyn Mauberley”? He 


believes it to be a pun on “Oi” 


s’éloigne . 


Mauberley?”. *~ or : 


“where is Mauberley going?” .’ 


Referring: 
“Pound ‘knew his country, and 
his age had rejected him, but 
gol: ae 


to the fact: that. 


| he didn’t know where he could : 


“Also” in- more ‘or ‘Jess’ “stock 


character. are Mother's - neuter.- 


hobby’. of 


of the greenhouse to. cleanse - 


his soul of the “‘necessary”’ sins 


of his trade. Paul, Mother's pro- | 


- tégé, - pursued poetry because | 
-he believed in literature; God , 
“because He was" 
“embracing: than poetry; | ‘and, * 
finally,:: patriotism, 
‘refuge “of scoundrels,’’’ in: ‘the | 


‘more ‘all- : 


“the “last-: 


‘CLA. - During « training,” Paul 


falls for Frances Fisher,. “whose? 
i father ~ ‘was.a legend in the 
- CLAS until © 
“suicide, © "7 


il he :.. 


Mr. Lathan “writes “Swell ‘and 
“Orchids for Mother” - begins 
blithely "enough; carried by 
Frances’s emancipated, antics 
as Paul’s mistress and by Moth- 
er’s self-deprecating aphorisms, 
such as: “The agency recruits 


‘its boys early and then keeps 


them cloistered. And that’s a 


. ood way to keep them faithful. 


Of course, faith, can lead . to 
religious wars.?~2°0¢0. 7 “7 

’.. Israel's is ‘the “religious war 
in this case. The ‘time is just 


before the Yom Kippur conflict . 
“and the-C.LA:.has learned that: 
‘Israel is about to be attacked. 


- Mother wants to warn them, 
but -the .Secretary:: of |.State - 


: change of tone, from antic ta 
“polemic, and it tends to throw 


“Frances. becomes 


under former President Nixon 


forbids this, for, as he. puts it, 


Israel would then “strike first, 


rout the Arabs;.and be more. 


intractable than ever at the ne- 


comraitted 
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gotiating table” * 0-0 sre ° 


This part- of. “orchids? for” 


Mother” involves a rather sour 


the book out of balance. 

convinced, 
not very convincingly, that her 
father did not commit suicide 
but was murdered at Mother's 
orders. Mother, after some not 
very witty bickering with the 


head of théC.S.A., is fired and’ 
- plans a revenge which is clearly 


supposed to be the piéce de ré& 
sistance of the book. It isn’t, 
EEE too 
RO Us 
much. ~ Bott 
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